Silverdalenewsbulletin
Quick update for parents and carers of students at Silverdale School			

Communicating with parents & carers
Welcome to our second issue of the
Silverdale News Bulletin. This supplements our more detailed newsletter,
Silverdale News, which come out
every month and contain news and
updates for parents and carers.

Please do ensure you read these
newsletters, as they replace the
traditional letters from the
Headteacher that you used to
receive. They are also available on the
school website.

The bulletin allows us to get news out
to you more quickly when needed.

Please also consider following us on
Twitter and Facebook:
@SilverdaleSch n

Leadership team changes
As reported in the last Bulletin,
from September our leadership
team is changing. Our current
Deputies, Mrs Sims and Mr
Ponsford, will become joint Heads
of School at Silverdale. This will
allow our current Headteacher,
Mrs Paul, to act as Executive Headteacher for our Trust across both
Silverdale and Westfield - plus any
new schools that join us.
As a result of Mrs Sims and Mr
Ponsford taking on their new roles,
we have had to backfill their Deputy
Head roles.
We are pleased to be able to do this
from current staff. Mrs Jones, who is
the Director of our Teaching School,

Mr Horton and Mrs Jones

will be working as a Silverdale
School Deputy two days a week.
And Mr Horton, our Head of Sixth
Form, will do so for three days a
week.
Additional support will be added to
both the Sixth Form and Teaching
School teams to allow for this to
happen. n
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Performing Arts Evening
This week, on Thursday 29 June, you
are all invited to attend the Silverdale
Performing Arts Recognition Awards
evening. You can see drama, dance
and music showcases from Key Stage
3, as well as the awards presentation.
Tickets cost £4 for adults and £2
for students on the door. The event
starts at 7pm and all funds raised will
go towards improved lighting
equipment for performances. n

Safety issue in Snapchat
Snapchat, which is a communications
app used by many of our students,
has recently been upgraded and now
contains Snapmap – which shows
the exact location of the user to all
contacts on their list.
As the app is updated on each user's
phone (this happens automatically in
most cases) the location service will
automatically be enabled.
Please ensure that your child changes
their settings to ‘Ghost Mode’ if you
wish their location to remain private
– this is highly advised. n

Surveys
Later this week you will be receiving
an email with a link to a survey about
potential changes to the timing of
the school day. Please do take the
time to complete it - we really want
to hear your views. n
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Help us avoid traffic and parking
issues for local community
As a school, we are committed to liaising with the police,
council and the community to minimise risk and
inconvenience caused to local residents by traffic and
parking problems at the start and end of school and
during major school events.
We are concerned that an accident or serious injury to
a pupil or member of the public may occur due to the
following practices:
• Cars double parked in Bents Drive causing restricted
access for other vehicles, including emergency services.
• Drivers ignoring double yellow lines outside school
during pick up and drop off times.
Cars are sometimes parked in a manner that causes
damage to grass verges and across residents’ drives
preventing access and exit. This has, for example, led to
residents being unable to leave for hospital
appointments.

Changes to school toilets
As reported previously, changes have been introduced to
the student toilets, to try and reduce behaviour incidents
and damage to school property.
This involves running a trial period this half term where
the doors are removed from the corridor to the student
toilets on the lower floor dining area. Many new schools
are now built with open-plan toilets to allow for staff
passive supervision. The design means that toilet areas
have individual cubicles with locked doors for privacy,
but no outer door to the corridor. They are in effect open
plan.
In addition to this trial, we are introducing a system
whereby student toilets are only accessed during lesson
time by pupils having a pass from the teacher, and
collecting and returning a key to student reception.
Students with known medical conditions and an
associated pass will be able to collect and return keys
from their key stage office by separate arrangement, or
use the reception/medical room.

Please minimise the risk of injury, accident or damage by:

This will be trialled for three weeks from Monday 3 July.

• Parking responsibly when dropping off, picking up or
attending school functions.

Please be assured that both these trials have been fully
risk assessed and we are confident that pupil privacy and
health requirements are still being met, along with
supervision and security. We will update you on the
results of the trials in future issues. n

• Parking on one side of the road only to facilitate safe
access for all vehicles.
Thank you for your full co-operation in this matter. n
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