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Dear Parent/Carer                         July 2017 

 

We are delighted that your child has opted to study a Modern Foreign Language at KS4. Apart from being 

fun and exciting, learning a foreign language is proven to develop communication and decision making 

skills, increase student confidence, improve employability and, of course, open up opportunities to study 

and work abroad.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to outline some significant areas with regard to starting their GCSE 

course in a foreign language. In September 2017, your son/daughter will need an A4 ring binder with 

dividers (10 sections approx.) and plastic wallets, in order to organise all the course materials which are 

necessary. They should purchase these themselves ready for the start of school in September. 

 

In addition, the following activities will considerably help students to consolidate their knowledge of the 

foreign language, and also help them to develop advanced linguistic skills to equip them for success in their 

chosen course. 

 

1. Completing independent listening and reading at home (on the MLE and via remote desktop) 

2. Using a good revision guide to complement learning in school (we will recommend one) 

3. Regular vocabulary learning, with verbal testing at home 

4. Listening to a foreign language radio station or watching foreign films 

5. Regular use of websites to practise key vocabulary and grammar. Below is a useful selection. 

 

Website User Name Password 

www.linguascope.com silverdale 9991 

www.klar.co.uk silverdale spass 

www.espanol-extra.co.uk silverdale100 rioplata 

https://www.memrise.com/  Sign up for free and practise vocab 

https://www.duolingo.com/  Sign up for free and practise vocab 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/Index.htm  Free vocab and grammar practice 

 

Throughout Years 10 and 11, there will be regular assessments in all four skill areas to check pupil progress 

and subject teachers will set targets to ensure pupils focus on areas of concern. Your child will have 4 final 

exams at the end of Y11 which will test the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. There will be 

no controlled assessments (i.e. coursework component), so we cannot stress enough the importance of 

keeping well-organised files, learning vocabulary regularly and completing homework ON TIME throughout 

the two year course which will be crucial to achieving their target grade.   

 

During the summer holidays, please could you encourage your child to continue learning vocabulary, 

reinforce grammar rules learnt at KS3 and use the foreign language in the UK or indeed abroad. Your child 

will benefit greatly from continued practice and will put themselves in the best possible position for 

success at GCSE if they arrive in September keen to learn and fully prepared for the course.   
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On behalf of the Languages department I would like to thank you for your continued support. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs K Sredzki-Seamer 
Languages Co-ordinator 

 


