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What BTEC qualifications can I study at Silverdale 
 

• BTEC First Award in Health and Social Care  

• BTEC Jamie Oliver’s Home Cooking  

• Enterprise Award 

 

What is a BTEC 
 

BTECs are work related qualifications which provide a more practical, real-world approach to 

learning alongside a key theoretical background. BTECs are different from GCSE’s in that you do 

not have to sit as many exams; however this means that you have to complete a series of written or 

practical assignments.  

 

Coursework is generally between 75 – 100%. Some courses have an externally marked exam worth 

25%. 
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Key features of the BTEC Firsts in Health and Social care 
 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Health and Social Care has been developed as an 

engaging introduction to the sector for learners aged 14 years and above. It aims to  

 

● give learners the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the health and 

social care sector 

● give learners a more focused understanding of health and social care through the selection of 

optional specialist units 

● give learners the opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques, through the 

selection of units that are essential for successful performance in working life 

● give opportunities for learners to achieve a nationally recognised level 1/level 2 health and social 

care qualification 

● support progression into a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic course or into an 

apprenticeship. 

 

Course Structure 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award In Health and Social Care course is taught over 120 

GLH. This is equivalent in teaching time to a GCSE. It is equivalent to a GCSE and accordingly carries 

15 credits. It has 2 core and 2 optional specialist units which consist of 30 guided learning hours 

(GLH) each. 75% is internally assessed (3 units) and 25% is externally assessed. Edexcel sets and 

marks these assessments. 

In Year 10 the 2 units studied are:  

Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development  

Unit 2: Health and Social Care Values  

In Year 11 the 2 units studied are: 

As you complete each unit your tutor will tell you what grade you have achieved -Pass, Merit or 

Distinction. To ensure that your assessed work has been marked fairly, Edexcel checks samples of 

tutors’ marking. This process usually takes place between January and May; the grades for your 

assessed units can change as a result.  

When you have completed all the units of the course you will receive an overall grade for your 

qualification – Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. This is the grade that will be shown on your 

certificate and that you should give when you apply for employment or when progressing to 

another course.  
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Key features of the BTEC Jamie Oliver’s Home Cooking. 
 

This course has been developed in partnership with Jamie Oliver Ltd and has been inspired by his 

food initiatives and campaigns. Being able to cook is an essential life skill. Learning to cook used to 

be passed down through the generations, but this is no longer necessarily the case. It is apparent 

that many people do not have the skills to cook from scratch and lack food knowledge, creating a 

reliance on pre-prepared or ready-cooked food. Lack of time and money are also considerable 

issues. These have had a significant impact on the epidemic of obesity which is likely to have a 

profound effect on the health of the nation over the next century. 

In this unit, learners will be introduced to basic cooking skills by following recipes for simple dishes 

and learning how to use kitchen equipment safely. Each recipe is underpinned with knowledge 

about sourcing food, nutrition, hygiene and food safety where relevant. 

Learners will demonstrate their skills by following a recipe. Learners will consider the value of 

acquiring skills for cooking at home and explore ways to pass on their knowledge of cooking skills to 

others. 

This unit aims to give learners the skills and confidence to enjoy cooking at home, to continue 

cooking for themselves and their families and to inspire others to do so.  

Course Structure 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 course in Home Cooking skills is taught over 60 GLH. It carries 6 credits (a 

GCSE is 15). This course is 100% internally assessed.  
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Key features of the BTEC Enterprise Skills award. 
 

The aim of this unit is to enable learners to develop the mind set and skills that a successful 

entrepreneur needs for business. 

Many people dream of running a successful business. Determination, vision, adaptability and a wide 

variety of skills are required to make a business successful. This unit will enable learners to 

investigate the qualities and characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, whilst developing the 

attributes needed to plan and run a business. The development of mind set and skills will, in part, 

depend on understanding that limits and constraints can be overcome with planning and 

determination. This reassessment of previously learned concepts may take time, and therefore this 

unit should be incorporated through the programme of study. This unit focuses on the attributes of 

successful entrepreneurs, and learners are encouraged to consider these attributes in terms of their 

own development. The unit focuses on the ability and capacity all learners have to develop into 

successful entrepreneurs. 

Course Structure 
The Edexcel BTEC Enterprise Skills level 2 award carries 5 credits (a GCSE is 15). This course is 100% 

internally assessed.  
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What do we expect from you on BTEC courses? 
 

• Attend all classes. 

• Show your commitment to the course and respect for your group by being punctual. 

• Participate in lessons – be prepared to share your ideas. 

• Keep your work in an organised and labelled folder. 

• Carefully prepare for all assessments. 

• Read feedback and assignments carefully – this will help you to improve the standard of 

your work. 

• Keep records of your grades on the tracking sheet provided. 

• Attend arranged trips.   

• Do not be afraid to ask questions if you do not understand.  

 

What can I expect from the teachers? 
 

• They ensure that you are aware of the requirements of the course and know how to achieve 

the criteria available. 

• They give helpful feedback to all assessments. 
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Unit Assessment Guidance 
 

For each unit you will be given assignment sheets and guidelines.  The assignment will usually be 

split into 2 or 3 tasks to make the work more manageable.  Each task will give you the opportunity 

to achieve certain grading criteria set out in the Edexcel specification e.g. A1, A2, A4  

 

• In order to achieve a Pass, you must complete ALL the Pass criteria. 

• In order to achieve a Merit, you must complete ALL the Pass and ALL the Merit criteria. 

• In order to achieve a Distinction, you must complete ALL the pass, All the Merit and ALL the 

Distinction criteria.   

 

Unit Guidance 
For each unit your assignment brief and guidelines will include the unit abstract, learning outcomes, 

unit content, key skills (where applicable) and the grading criteria for each unit. 

Grading 
At the end of the course you will receive an overall grade based on all the units you have completed. 

This will take into account the individual scores you achieved for each unit. 

There are different grading criteria for the Level 2 and Level 3 BTEC’s on offer at Silverdale School. 

Level 2 – Business Enterprise  

 

 

Level 2 Home Cooking Skills 

 This is a Pass or Fail grading criteria, all units must be submitted by candidates in 

order to achieve the overall grade. 

 

Level 2 Health and Social Care/ Level 3 Health and Social Care 

 

 

Points Per Credit 

Unit QCF Level Pass Merit  Distinction 

Level 2 5 6 7 

Points Scored for each 5 Credit 

Unit QCF Level Pass Merit  Distinction 

Level 2 25 30 35 

Points per Credit 

Unit NQF Level Pass Merit  Distinction 

Level 2 5 6 7 

Level 3 7 8 9 

 Points Range above pass 

Qualification Merit Distinction Distinction* 

Level 2 BTEC 
Certificate 

85-94 95-99 100 and above 
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Course Structure and Assessment 
All BTEC courses are primarily based on coursework – with the QCF 2011 BTEC’s there are exams. 

You will complete a number of assignment projects. Each one is part over the overall qualification 

and you will be required to complete all of them to pass the course. 

Each BTEC will usually be taught by a specialist subject Teacher. 

Each unit will be based on a different topic related to the course. The details of each unit can be 

found in the course handbook and specification.  

Each course is organised at the start of the year by your subject teachers so there is a clear order in 

which units you will undertake and when they need to be completed by. Each BTEC course if 

unique; therefore Course Leaders will outline this for you. 

Each subject will have devised an assessment plan for the units you will work through during the 

course in – either KS4 or Ks5. 

 

Unit Structure and Assessment 
Most units are structured the same and will be explained below. A unit is always based on a 

particular topic area of the subject. You will not only learn about the topic but you will be expected 

to produce a project based around the topic. 

 

 

This is the unit number and title. 

 

This is a guide as to how long the unit 

will take to complete. 

This is a brief summary of what the unit 

topic is about. 

This outlines in detail what you will 

learn for each area of the unit as well as 

the outcomes and assessment criteria. 
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The assignment will ask you to produce evidence for each of the statements listed in the 
Pass/Merit/Distinction criteria column – as per screenshot below. These statements are linked back 
to the unit content explained on the previous page. You must complete all these to pass the unit. 
If you are successful in completing the all the evidence for the pass criteria you may attempt these 
activities which will help you gain a higher grade. 
 
Exemplar assignment assessment criteria – what you will be marked against: 
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Assessment Feedback 
All your work is assessed internally by your teachers. They will give you Interim feedback to you on 

how you have done and whether you have met the Pass criteria (see previous page) and on any 

Merit or Distinction criteria you may have attempted using an Assessment Feedback Sheet (see 

below) During your BTEC courses you will be given feedback in two different ways: 

 FORMATIVE FEEDBACK – this is given to you during your unit and will give you advice and 

guidance on how to improve or move on to the next assessment criteria.  

SUMMATIVE FEEDBACK – this will be given to you at the end of each unit and will summarize your 

work and grade for that unit.  

This will give you a permanent record of what you still need to do. It will also tell you what you have 

completed so far. It may be for example that you have completed all the Pass work but have not yet 

achieved the Merit work. You will then be given the opportunity to improve your work using the 

feedback you have been given to help you – before a Final Submission of the work is given to your 

teacher. 

Based on your previous work and the target grade you have been set by your teacher, you should 

then have a good idea of what you still need to do for this piece of work.  

After you have attempted the work for a second time it will be reassessed and you will receive 

feedback again. This process will continue beyond this depending upon your target grade and in line 

with the re-submission policy which is explained later. 
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Internal Verification 
All the assignment work that you complete is marked by your teachers. However to make sure that 

it is being marked correctly and consistently across all students some of the work is then checked by 

other teachers in the department. This process is known as Internal Verification. This is the system 

used to ensure that the correct standards are being met by you and by the teachers assessing it. 

During the course of the year some samples of work may also be sent to someone outside of the 

school who will also check the work and the assessment carried out in school. This is known as 

External Verification and is again another quality check.  

These processes should make no differences to you and your work and you should continue to work 

hard to meet deadlines and produce the work you have been asked to. If you have any concerns 

about the decision that you teacher has made when marking and assessing your work then you 

should refer to the Appeals Policy, details of which are included in the Policies section of this 

Handbook. 

  

Evaluation and feedback on courses/delivery    
Throughout the course you have the opportunity to comment on how the course is going for you. 

You might want to comment in general or about something more specific. Remember this is about 

the course and the content of the course not how your teacher has dealt with your behaviour. Any 

comments you make will help us to improve how we run the course for you.  

This can happen in two ways: 

 1. You can speak to your teachers during lessons or at any other time outside of lessons about your 

work and your progress.  

2. You can make a written comment on the Assessment Feedback Sheet (explained in the 

Assessment Feedback section) that your teacher completes when they return marked work to you.   
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Command words and obtaining a pass 
 

It’s important you understand exactly what you have to do for an assignment task. 

Complete … Complete a form, diagram or drawing. 

Demonstrate…Show that you can do a particular activity. 

Describe … Give a clear, straightforward description that includes all the main points. 

Identify … Give all the basic facts relating to a certain topic. 

List … Write a list of the main items (not sentences). 

Name … State the proper terms related to a drawing or diagram. 

Outline … Give all the main points, but without going into too much detail. 

State … Point out or list the main features. 
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Command words and obtaining a merit. 
 

Analyse … Identify the factors that apply, and state how these are linked and how each of them 

relates to the topic. 

Comment on … Give your own opinions or views. 

Compare …Contrast …Identify the main factors relating to two or more items and point out the 

similarities and differences. 

Competently use …Take full account of information and feedback you have obtained to review or 

improve an activity. 

Demonstrate … Prove you can carry out a more complex activity. 

Describe … Give a full description including details of all the relevant features. 

Explain … Give logical reasons to support your views. 

Justify … Give reasons for the points you are making so that the reader knows what you are 

thinking. 

Suggest … Give your own ideas or thoughts. 
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Command words and obtaining a distinction 
 

Analyse … Identify several relevant factors, show how they are linked, and explain the importance 

of each. 

Compare …Contrast …Identify the main factors in two or more situations, then explain the 

similarities and differences, and in some cases say which is best and why. 

Demonstrate…Prove that you can carry out a complex activity taking into account information that 

you have obtained or received to adapt your original idea. 

Describe … Give a comprehensive description which tells a story to the reader and shows that you 

can apply your knowledge and information correctly. 

Evaluate … Bring together all your information and make a judgement on the importance or success 

of something. 

Explain … Provide full details and reasons to support the arguments you are making. 

Justify … Give full reasons or evidence to support your opinion. 

Recommend…Weigh up all the evidence to come to a conclusion, with reasons, about what would 

be best. 
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The Silverdale BTEC Policy & Appeals Process from September 2014 
 

There are 3 grounds on which you can appeal: 

 

• If you feel the grading criteria were being met but the teacher failed to recognise this. 

• If you feel you haven’t been supported appropriately during the assessment of the unit 

requirement. 

• The teacher is not willing to accept alternative evidence as meeting the evidence 

requirement. 

 

Silverdale School will follow Edexcel’s policy regarding your right to appeal. Edexcel will not 

intervene until we have carried out an extensive internal enquiry which involves these five stages: 

STAGE 1 – If you are unhappy with the grade/outcome of your assessed work. 

STAGE 2 – You must discuss the outcome with the teacher/tutor that has marked your work. If you 

are still unhappy with the outcome go to stage 3. [Within 5 working days] 

STAGE 3 – Your work will be re-assessed by your Programme Leader in conjunction with the Lead IV 

for your subject area. If you are still unhappy with the outcome go to stage 4. [Within 5 working 

days.] 

STAGE 4 – The Programme Leader / LIV for your subject will review your work and make a 

judgement, either in favour of the student or the assessor. If you are still not happy with the 

outcome of the appeal, move to stage 5. [Within 5 working days.] 

STAGE 5 – The appeal will be referred to the Quality Nominee (Mrs Lebon). Contact will be made 

with Edexcel and the appropriate documentation will be completed in order for them to assess the 

appeal. [Within 5 working days.] 
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This is what the appeals form looks like. 
 

Name………………………………………………. 

Date………………………………………………... 

Course……………………………………………... 

Teacher/assessor…………………………………. 

Grade given………………………………………… 

 

Please write a brief description below of the reason you are appealing and explain why you are 

unhappy with the tutor/assessor’s decision. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

If you would like someone to help you fill in this form you can ask your parent, form tutor, head of 

key stage or another adult. 
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Assessment Malpractice  
 

Assessment malpractice is very serious. The following constitute malpractice by a learner:  

• plagiarism by copying and passing off, as the learner’s own, the whole or part(s) of another 

person’s work, including artwork, images, words, computer generated work (including Internet 

sources), thoughts, inventions and/or discoveries whether published or not, with or without the 

originator’s permission and without appropriately acknowledging the source  

• collusion by working collaboratively with other learners to produce work that is submitted as 

individual learner work. Learners should not be discouraged from teamwork, as this is an essential 

key skill for many sectors and subject areas, but the use of minutes, allocating tasks, agreeing 

outcomes, etc are an essential part of team work and this must be made clear to the learners  

• impersonation by pretending to be someone else in order to produce the work for another or 

arranging for another to take one’s place in an assessment/examination/test  

• fabrication of results and/or evidence  

• failing to abide by the instructions or advice of an assessor, a supervisor, an invigilator, or Edexcel 

conditions in relation to the assessment/examination/test rules, regulations and security  

• misuse of assessment/examination material  

• introduction and/or use of unauthorised material not allowed by the requirements of supervised 

assessment/examination/test conditions, for example: notes, study guides, personal organisers, 

calculators, dictionaries (when prohibited), personal stereos, mobile phones or other similar 

electronic devices  

• obtaining, receiving, exchanging or passing on assessment/examination/test related information 

(or the attempt to) by means of talking or written papers/notes during supervised 

assessment/examination/test conditions  

• behaving in such a way as to undermine the integrity of the assessment/examination/test  

• the alteration of any results document, including certificates  

• cheating to gain an unfair advantage  

 

If a course tutors believe a student has cheated they will inform Deputy Head Teaching and 

Learning. He will investigate the allegation, informing parents. Edexcel will be informed and will 

work with the school to decide if there are grounds to declare the assessment of the unit or 

qualification invalid.  
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Additional note on plagiarism  
 

Students are expected to produce work that is entirely of their own making and any quotations or 

sourced material must be properly referenced. Any material that is not appropriately referenced will 

not be included when marked and this may prevent the students’ work from passing the 

assignment. Students may also be asked to either re-write the assignment or add the correct 

reference notes.  

Stage 5 Silverdale will refer the appeal to Pearson Edexcel. The appropriate documentation will be 

completed by the Exams Officer.  

Further Queries  
If you have any further questions please contact the BTEC Subject Leader who is in charge of the 

course) in the first instance or Mrs Lebon ( BTEC Quality Nominee). 
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Glossary of BTEC Terms 
 

This glossary lists the most common BTEC terms that are used in unit assessment criteria together 

with indicative definitions.   

ANALYSE Break down a complex topic into simpler parts, exploring patterns and explaining 

significance. 

ASSESS  See evaluate. 

COMPARE Identify and explain the similarities and differences. 

CONTRAST Identify and explain the differences. 

DEMONSTRATE Show awareness and understanding 

DESCRIBE Give a description of the major features. 

DISCUSS Present and examine clearly the various views on a topic or issue. 

EVALUATE Examine the strengths & weaknesses. 

EXAMINE Lay out the essential elements of an issue and investigate in detail.   

EXPLAIN Show clearly knowledge and understanding of topic. 

EXPLORE Examine or investigate a topic or issues, often in an imaginative way. 

IDENTIFY Pick out and describe the main points. 

INTERPRET Clarify or explain the meaning.  

INVESTIGATE A careful and systematic inquiry into a topic or issue. 

JUSTIFY  Provide reasons why something is valid. 

OUTLINE Identify the main features. 

RESEARCH Use a variety of sources to establish facts or collect information.  

REVIEW  Write a critical assessment. 

SIGNIFICANCE Consequence or importance. 

SPECIFY  Identify clearly and definitely. 

STATE  Provide information in a brief uncomplicated form.  
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Special Circumstances 
 

If, for a valid reason, you need some extra time to complete an assignment you must submit a 

written request to your teacher five days before the hand in deadline.  You will need to agree a new 

deadline that cannot be broken.   
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