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Dear Parent/Carer          1st   December 2015  
 
GCSE Science courses are changing nationally from 2016. The purpose of this letter is to outline how this will 
affect your son/ daughter. 
 
In Year 10 from September 2016, students can access extra Science lessons so that their courses will lead to 
three separate GCSE’s in Science (Biology GCSE, Chemistry GCSE and Physics GCSE). This route is commonly 
known as ‘Triple Science’. This may be of interest to those with a particular interest in Science and who may 
wish to study Science beyond GCSE level. This route will only be available to students who reach level 6 by the 
end of Key Stage 3.  It is important to note that it will still be possible to study A level Sciences at Silverdale if 
students opt for Dual Science. Pupils accepted onto the ‘Triple Science’ course will receive fourteen hours of 
teaching per fortnight in science. Pupils not opting for ‘Triple Science’ must choose between History and 
Geography. Triple Science students will still be able to choose History or Geography in A/B Option columns. 
 

Students who are not eligible for, or who do not choose, ‘Triple Science’ will follow the ‘Dual Science’ GCSE 
course where nine lessons of Science will be followed per fortnight. This course leads to accreditation worth two 
Science GCSEs. 
 

All examinations are taken at the end of Y11, regardless of the course followed and neither route involves 
coursework. 
 

There will be an opportunity to ask questions about the GCSE Science courses at the Options Evening on 28th 
January and, following on from this, you will have access to an interview with a member of the School 
Management Team to discuss your son or daughter’s programme of study. 
 

In order to make necessary plans, we would like to ask for a show of interest at this time. Please complete the 
reply slip below to indicate whether your son/daughter would wish to be considered for the ‘Triple Science’ 
course in order to do three Science GCSEs instead of two. 
 

The slip below should be returned to one of your child’s science teachers by Monday 4th January. Please contact 
Mrs Hall, Mrs Summers, Mr Walsh or Mr Patel if you have any questions about triple science. 
 

Please note that an expression of interest at this time is not binding, nor does it guarantee access to the course. 
 

The subject leaders for Chemistry, Biology and Physics will talk to pupils about the different science options and 
answer their questions before the deadline for handing in the enclosed slip. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
    
Mrs J Hall   Mr C Ponsford 
Head of Science  Deputy Head  
            ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Silverdale School - Science at KS4 
 

Name:  ___________________________________  Form:  _____________ 
 

My son / daughter would / would not (please delete as appropriate) wish to follow the Triple Sciences GCSE 
course if deemed a suitable candidate. 

 
Signed:  ___________________________________  Parent / Carer 

 


